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Progression of cancer research models

Cancer cell model matrix

 Learn more at thermofisher.com/cancercellculture

Cancer cell culture media

Additional resources

For additional support with selecting the appropriate media for your cell model, utilize our 

Cell Culture Select Tool at thermofisher.com/cellcultureselect

Learn about media offerings by hovering over each type to see additional information.

Hover over each card to see additional information about cancer models.

Media complexity

Handbooks
Five steps to establishing tumoroid models 

for cancer research

Cancer cell culture basics handbook

Web pages
Cancer cell culture basics

Tumoroid culture

Collateral
Tumoroid line derivation using OncoPro 

Tumoroid Culture Medium

Culture of triple-negative breast cancer tumoroid lines in 

OncoPro Tumoroid Culture Medium

eLearning courses
OncoPro Tumoroid Culture Medium 

eLearning course

Cancer spheroid and organoid eLearning course

Model comparison chart

Set your cells

up for cancer

research

Begin your research by

identifying the most suitable

cancer cell model for your goals

Classical  
Gibco™ media

Gibco™ Advanced 
DMEM/F-12

Gibco™ Human 
Plasma-Like 
Medium (HPLM)

Gibco™ OncoPro™ 
Tumoroid Culture 
Medium Kit

2D cancer models
Traditional cancer cell model system with 
immortalized cancer cell lines grown as a 
monolayer on a culture vessel

2D primary models
Cells derived from patient tissue and 
cultured as a monolayer on a culture vessel
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Cancer spheroids
3D models in which immortalized cancer cell 
lines are grown in suspension, forming 
spherical clusters

Tumoroids (cancer organoids)
Patient-derived cancer cells grown as 3D, 
self-organized multicellular structures with 
complex culture requirements
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