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Coronavirus testing for
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get the facts
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* SARS-CoV-2 is the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 'V ™ . o

e PCR-based coronavirus tests measure the level of SARS-CoV-2 viral RNA in a sample =\ 7,‘“\"

e There are several different sample types for PCR testing, such as nasal swabs and saliva
e PCR-based testing is the gold standard for coronavirus detection

Vaccination by the numbers* Variants are on the rise
e Most universities in the United States currently e | ike all viruses, SARS-CoV-2 has

do not require students to be vaccinated against mutated into variant strains [4]
¢ Less than half of the American population is transmissible than the original virus, such as the

fully vaccinated [2] Delta variant

— In some states, that number is as low as 34% [2] — The Delta variant is currently the dominant form of

e Young adults are even less likely than the eligible the virus in the U.S. [9]

general population to be vaccinated [3] e [t is unknown whether currently available vaccines will remain

« As of August 2021, effective against future variants yet to emerge
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Return to “normalcy” means higher g, T Breakthrough infections continue to occur |
risk of viral spread e W
'R‘ . e Breakthrough infections are defined as SARS-CoV-2 'ﬁ'

e Campus populations are expected to o W infection among the fully vaccinated [7]

increasg this fall compared to the last ' n - * Breakthrough infections have resulted in further viral

academic year [€] w spread and can put immunocompromised community

— Students will be living and learning in close quarters members at risk

¢ Student-athletes are at an increased risk of exposure to e There is concern that they could also result in

COVID-19 due to traveling and frequent contact with “long COVID” —long-term health effects resulting

students from other universities from infection [8]

The continued need for testing during the 2021/2022 academic year

An adaptable testing strategy of all university students, regardless of vaccination status, will be an important
tool in providing proactive, as opposed to reactive, responses to any potential outbreaks on campus, such as:

¢ Arrival testing to help ensure students are COVID-19—-free upon return to campus
¢ Routine testing to help mitigate spread among the student population

— For example, some prominent U.S. universities have recently mandated regular testing of all students, regardless of
vaccination status [9,10]

e On-site PCR testing to quickly determine whether a student with symptoms has COVID-19

Please refer to the CDC website for the latest COVID-19 testing guidelines.

References
1. https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/live-coronavirus-updates/heres-a-list-of-colleges-that-will-require-students-to-be-vaccinated-
against-covid-197cid2=gen_login_refresh&cid=gen_sign_in

6. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/02/19/colleges-promise-return-person-classes-fall

7
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/covid-19-vaccine-doses. html#by-state 8

9

1

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-effectiveness/breakthrough-cases. html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/22/health/coronavirus-breakthrough-infections-delta.html
https://www.browndailyherald.com/2021/07/27/brown-reinstates-routine-covid-19-testing-students-cites-uptick-variants/
0. https://news.northeastern.edu/2021/07/13/northeastern-announces-covid-19-testing-requirements-for-fall-2021/

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7028a1.htm?s_cid=mm7028a1_w#F1_down :

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant.html
https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/5-things-to-know-delta-variant-covid

Ok wn

ThermoFisher

Find out more at thermofisher.com/university SCIENTIFIC

© 2021 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. All rights reserved. All trademarks are the property of Thermo Fisher Scientific and its subsidiaries unless
otherwise specified. COL115767 0821



