
TUE

May 14th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

09:00 AM to 09:05 AM

Welcome to HIDS 2024 Sheri Olson 

Vice President and General Manager, Human Identification 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

09:05 AM to 10:05 AM

KEYNOTE

20 Years of Impact: 
A Retrospective on the Debbie 
Smith Act - A Journey of DNA 
Funding, Advocacy, and Justice

Debbie Smith 

Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma) 

Robert Smith

Co-Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma)

Chris Asplen, JD 

Executive Director, National Criminal Justice Association

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences 

Bruce Budowle, Ph.D. 

Director (Ret.), Center for Human Identification, University 
of North Texas Health Science Center

United States Senator John Cornyn

10:15 AM to 10:55 AM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Advancements in 
Investigative Tools:
Strengthening the Fight 

Against Crime

Tabitha Bandy, MS 

Director of Sales North America, Bode Technology

Erin Sweeney, MS 

Vice President Forensic Operations, Bode Technology

Erica Sparacino, MS 

Forensic DNA Manager, Louisiana State Police Crime 
Laboratory (LSPCL)

Major Todd Morris 

Commander of Crimes against Persons and Special 
Operations, East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 

Hillar Moore, JD 

District Attorney, Parish of East Baton Rouge

11:00 AM to 11:20 AM

Think Forensic Science:
Think Different

Ruth Morgan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Crime and Forensic Science

University College London 



TUE

May 14th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

11:25 AM to 12:00 PM

Unlocking Justice:
The AI Revolution in Forensic 
Science

Mark Barash, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Forensic Science program, San Jose 
State University (SJSU)

Chantal Roth, Ph.D. 

Sr. Manager, Bioinformatics Engineer, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

12:20 PM to 12:45 PM

Unraveling History:
Case Studies in Forensic Genetics 
with Massively Parallel Sequencing

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine

Medical University of Innsbruck

12:45 PM to 01:25 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Breaking Barriers:
Women Leading in Forensic 
Science

Kelly Knight, MFS 

Associate professor, Forensic Science Program, George 
Mason University

Lauren Carroll

First Lieutenant, New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office

Kelli (Lewis) Tippett, MFS 

Laboratory Director, Forensic Services Division, U.S. 
Secret Service

Shamika Kelley, Ph.D. 

Crime Laboratory Director, New Orleans Police 
Department

Argi Magers, MS 

Manager Biology/DNA Section, Maryland State Police 
Forensic Sciences Division

01:30 PM to 02:00 PM 

Strategies for Expedited 
Answers:
Crime Labs Leading the Charge in 
Proactive DVI Engagement

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences

Edward A. Reedy, Ph.D. ,M.D. 

Forensic Pathologist, Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences



TUE

May 14th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

02:05 PM to 02:35 PM

Inside Florida's Mass 

Fatality Response:
Planning, Preparedness, and 
Training in Action

Jason Byrd Ph.D. 

Commander, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Larry Bedore, MS 

Logistics Chief, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Gregory Klimetz 

Logistics Officer and Database Administrator, Florida's 
FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Ginger Clark 

Forensic DNA Analyst, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality 
Team

02:45 PM to 03:15 PM

Rapid DNA for Victim 
Identification

Glenn Vandegrift 

Detective Sergeant of Forensics, Bensalem Township 
Police Department

03:15 PM to 04:00 PM

The Objectives and 
Outcomes of Australia’s 
‘National DNA Program for 
Unidentified and Missing 
Persons’

Jodie Ward, Ph.D. 

Program Lead, National DNA Program for Unidentified & 
Missing Persons, Australian Federal Police

04:10 PM to 05:05 PM

DNA Hit of the Year Tim Schellberg, JD

President, GTH DNA

Vanessa Lynch, LLD

Director, Africa, GTH DNA

Rockne P. Harmon, JD 

Retired Senior Deputy District Attorney, Alameda County, 
California

Kyle Schroeder, JD 

Regional Director, Europe, CIS, and Central America GTH 
DNA



TUE

May 14th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

05:05 PM to 05:10 PM

Special Announcement Shereen Darwish 

Sr. Market Development Manager, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific



WED

May 15th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

09:00 AM to 09:25 AM

How can the COMBO and 
FORCE MPS Panels Help 
Reveal the Sample Donor?

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine Medical 
University of Innsbruck

09:25 AM to 10:00 AM 

Phenotyping at the Zurich 
Institute of Forensic 
Medicine:
A Swiss Television Challenge with 
Five Case Studies

Cordula Haas, Ph.D. 

Head of the Forensic Genetics research team, Zurich 
Institute of Forensic Medicine, University of Zurich

Natasha Arora, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Jacqueline Neubauer, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Peter Resutik, MSc, ETH, BME 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Charlotte Sutter, MSc 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

10:00 AM to 10:20 AM 

Demo:
Enhancing Workflow Efficiency -
DNA Labs International's 
Integration of Innovative 
Technologies

Allison Nunes 

Laboratory Director & Chief Operating Officer, DNA Labs 
International

Rachel Oefelein, MS 

Chief Scientific Officer/Senior DNA Analyst, DNA Labs 
International

Brittany Stirmell, MFS 

DNA Analyst, DNA Labs International

Cristina Servidio, MFS 

Technical Leader/Mentorship Manager/Senior DNA 
Analyst, DNA Labs International



WED

May 15th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

10:30 AM to 11:00 AM

Rapid DNA Use and the FBI's 
Future Vision for Crime 
Scene Samples and CODIS

Douglas R. Hares, Ph.D. 

Rapid DNA Implementation Program Advisor, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Biometric Analysis Section

11:05 AM to 12:00 PM

Demo:
RapidHIT ID Enhanced Investigative 
Lead Solution and User 
Impressions

Peterjon K. McAnany 

Sr. Technical Applications Specialist, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

Cheryl Carreiro, MS 

Deputy Director, Connecticut Division of Scientific Services

12:15 PM to 12:40 PM

How Efficient is Your DNA 
Extraction Method?
A Multi-year, Multi-lab Review of 
GEDNAP Proficiency Test Results

Carsten Hohoff, Ph.D. 

Managing Director, IFMG GmbH

Stephan Köhnemann, Ph.D.

Sr. Field Application Specialist, Thermo Fisher Scientific

12:45 PM to 01:40 PM

Demo:
Reclaim Your Time with the 
Automated HID NIMBUS Presto 
QNA System

Dave Jackson, MS 

Sr. Manager, Field and Validation Application Scientists, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Kimberly Wong 

Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office Forensic 
Laboratory

Cindy Anzalone 

Senior Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office 
Forensic Laboratory



WED

May 15th

Europe, Middle East & Africa
GMT/BST (UTC +1)

01:50 PM to 02:10 PM

Establishing Identity in 
Conflict and War:
The Crucial Role of Forensic 
Genetics in Human Identification

Stephen Fonseca 

Manager of the African Centre for Medicolegal Systems 
(ACMS) International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)



TUE

May 14th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

08:00 AM to 08:05 AM

Welcome to HIDS 2024 Sheri Olson 

Vice President and General Manager, Human Identification 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

08:05 AM to 09:05 AM

KEYNOTE

20 Years of Impact: 
A Retrospective on the Debbie 
Smith Act - A Journey of DNA 
Funding, Advocacy, and Justice

Debbie Smith 

Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma) 

Robert Smith

Co-Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma)

Chris Asplen, JD 

Executive Director, National Criminal Justice Association

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences 

Bruce Budowle, Ph.D. 

Director (Ret.), Center for Human Identification, University 
of North Texas Health Science Center

United States Senator John Cornyn

09:15 AM to 09:55 AM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Advancements in 
Investigative Tools:
Strengthening the Fight 

Against Crime

Tabitha Bandy, MS 

Director of Sales North America, Bode Technology

Erin Sweeney, MS 

Vice President Forensic Operations, Bode Technology

Erica Sparacino, MS 

Forensic DNA Manager, Louisiana State Police Crime 
Laboratory (LSPCL)

Major Todd Morris 

Commander of Crimes against Persons and Special 
Operations, East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 

Hillar Moore, JD 

District Attorney, Parish of East Baton Rouge

10:00 AM to 10:20 AM

Think Forensic Science:
Think Different

Ruth Morgan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Crime and Forensic Science

University College London



TUE

May 14th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

10:25 AM to 11:00 AM

Unlocking Justice:
The AI Revolution in Forensic 
Science

Mark Barash, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Forensic Science program, San Jose 
State University (SJSU)

Chantal Roth, Ph.D. 

Sr. Manager, Bioinformatics Engineer, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

11:20 AM to 11:45 AM

Unraveling History:
Case Studies in Forensic Genetics 
with Massively Parallel Sequencing

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine

Medical University of Innsbruck

11:45 AM to 12:25 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Breaking Barriers:
Women Leading in Forensic 
Science

Kelly Knight, MFS 

Associate professor, Forensic Science Program, George 
Mason University

Lauren Carroll

First Lieutenant, New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office

Kelli (Lewis) Tippett, MFS 

Laboratory Director, Forensic Services Division, U.S. 
Secret Service

Shamika Kelley, Ph.D. 

Crime Laboratory Director, New Orleans Police 
Department

Argi Magers, MS 

Manager Biology/DNA Section, Maryland State Police 
Forensic Sciences Division

12:30 PM to 01:00 PM

Strategies for Expedited 
Answers:
Crime Labs Leading the Charge in 
Proactive DVI Engagement

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences

Edward A. Reedy, Ph.D. ,M.D. 

Forensic Pathologist, Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences



TUE

May 14th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

01:05 PM to 01:35 PM

Inside Florida's Mass 

Fatality Response:
Planning, Preparedness, and 
Training in Action

Jason Byrd Ph.D. 

Commander, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Larry Bedore, MS 

Logistics Chief, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Gregory Klimetz 

Logistics Officer and Database Administrator, Florida's 
FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Ginger Clark 

Forensic DNA Analyst, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality 
Team

01:45 PM to 02:15 PM

Rapid DNA for Victim 
Identification

Glenn Vandegrift 

Detective Sergeant of Forensics, Bensalem Township 
Police Department

02:15 PM to 03:00 PM

The Objectives and 
Outcomes of Australia’s 
‘National DNA Program for 
Unidentified and Missing 
Persons’

Jodie Ward, Ph.D. 

Program Lead, National DNA Program for Unidentified & 
Missing Persons, Australian Federal Police

03:10 PM to 04:05 PM

DNA Hit of the Year Tim Schellberg, JD

President, GTH DNA

Vanessa Lynch, LLD

Director, Africa, GTH DNA

Rockne P. Harmon, JD 

Retired Senior Deputy District Attorney, Alameda County, 
California

Kyle Schroeder, JD 

Regional Director, Europe, CIS, and Central America GTH 
DNA



TUE

May 14th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

04:05 PM to 04:10 PM

Special Announcement Shereen Darwish 

Sr. Market Development Manager, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific



WED

May 15th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

08:00 AM to 08:25 AM

How can the COMBO and 
FORCE MPS Panels Help 
Reveal the Sample Donor?

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine Medical 
University of Innsbruck

08:25 AM to 09:00 AM

Phenotyping at the Zurich 
Institute of Forensic 
Medicine:
A Swiss Television Challenge with 
Five Case Studies

Cordula Haas, Ph.D. 

Head of the Forensic Genetics research team, Zurich 
Institute of Forensic Medicine, University of Zurich

Natasha Arora, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Jacqueline Neubauer, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Peter Resutik, MSc, ETH, BME 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Charlotte Sutter, MSc 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

09:00 AM to 09:20 AM 

Demo:
Enhancing Workflow Efficiency -
DNA Labs International's 
Integration of Innovative 
Technologies

Allison Nunes 

Laboratory Director & Chief Operating Officer, DNA Labs 
International

Rachel Oefelein, MS 

Chief Scientific Officer/Senior DNA Analyst, DNA Labs 
International

Brittany Stirmell, MFS 

DNA Analyst, DNA Labs International

Cristina Servidio, MFS 

Technical Leader/Mentorship Manager/Senior DNA 
Analyst, DNA Labs International



WED

May 15th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

09:30 AM to 10:00 AM

Rapid DNA Use and the FBI's 
Future Vision for Crime 
Scene Samples and CODIS

Douglas R. Hares, Ph.D. 

Rapid DNA Implementation Program Advisor, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Biometric Analysis Section

10:05 AM to 11:00 AM

Demo:
RapidHIT ID Enhanced Investigative 
Lead Solution and User 
Impressions

Peterjon K. McAnany 

Sr. Technical Applications Specialist, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

Cheryl Carreiro, MS 

Deputy Director, Connecticut Division of Scientific Services

11:15 AM to 11:40 AM

How Efficient is Your DNA 
Extraction Method?
A Multi-year, Multi-lab Review of 
GEDNAP Proficiency Test Results

Carsten Hohoff, Ph.D. 

Managing Director, IFMG GmbH

Stephan Köhnemann, Ph.D.

Sr. Field Application Specialist, Thermo Fisher Scientific

11:45 PM to 12:40 PM

Demo:
Reclaim Your Time with the 
Automated HID NIMBUS Presto 
QNA System

Dave Jackson, MS 

Sr. Manager, Field and Validation Application Scientists, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Kimberly Wong 

Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office Forensic 
Laboratory

Cindy Anzalone 

Senior Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office 
Forensic Laboratory



WED

May 15th

North America
PDT (UTC -7)

12:50 PM to 01:10 PM 

Establishing Identity in 
Conflict and War:
The Crucial Role of Forensic 
Genetics in Human Identification

Stephen Fonseca 

Manager of the African Centre for Medicolegal Systems 
(ACMS) International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)



TUE

May 14th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

12:00 PM to 12:05 PM

Welcome to HIDS 2024 Sheri Olson 

Vice President and General Manager, Human Identification 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

12:05 PM to 01:05 PM

KEYNOTE

20 Years of Impact: 
A Retrospective on the Debbie 
Smith Act - A Journey of DNA 
Funding, Advocacy, and Justice

Debbie Smith 

Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma) 

Robert Smith

Co-Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma)

Chris Asplen, JD 

Executive Director, National Criminal Justice Association

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences 

Bruce Budowle, Ph.D. 

Director (Ret.), Center for Human Identification, University 
of North Texas Health Science Center

United States Senator John Cornyn

01:15 PM to 01:55 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Advancements in 
Investigative Tools:
Strengthening the Fight 

Against Crime

Tabitha Bandy, MS 

Director of Sales North America, Bode Technology

Erin Sweeney, MS 

Vice President Forensic Operations, Bode Technology

Erica Sparacino, MS 

Forensic DNA Manager, Louisiana State Police Crime 
Laboratory (LSPCL)

Major Todd Morris 

Commander of Crimes against Persons and Special 
Operations, East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 

Hillar Moore, JD 

District Attorney, Parish of East Baton Rouge

02:00 PM to 02:20 PM

Think Forensic Science:
Think Different

Ruth Morgan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Crime and Forensic Science

University College London



TUE

May 14th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

02:25 PM to 03:00 PM

Unlocking Justice:
The AI Revolution in Forensic 
Science

Mark Barash, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Forensic Science program, San Jose 
State University (SJSU)

Chantal Roth, Ph.D. 

Sr. Manager, Bioinformatics Engineer, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

03:20 PM to 03:45 PM

Unraveling History:
Case Studies in Forensic Genetics 
with Massively Parallel Sequencing

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine

Medical University of Innsbruck

03:45 PM to 04:25 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Breaking Barriers:
Women Leading in Forensic 
Science

Kelly Knight, MFS 

Associate professor, Forensic Science Program, George 
Mason University

Lauren Carroll

First Lieutenant, New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office

Kelli (Lewis) Tippett, MFS 

Laboratory Director, Forensic Services Division, U.S. 
Secret Service

Shamika Kelley, Ph.D. 

Crime Laboratory Director, New Orleans Police 
Department

Argi Magers, MS 

Manager Biology/DNA Section, Maryland State Police 
Forensic Sciences Division

04:30 PM to 05:00 PM

Strategies for Expedited 
Answers:
Crime Labs Leading the Charge in 
Proactive DVI Engagement

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences

Edward A. Reedy, Ph.D. ,M.D. 

Forensic Pathologist, Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences



TUE

May 14th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

05:05 PM to 05:35 PM

Inside Florida's Mass 

Fatality Response:
Planning, Preparedness, and 
Training in Action

Jason Byrd Ph.D. 

Commander, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Larry Bedore, MS 

Logistics Chief, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Gregory Klimetz 

Logistics Officer and Database Administrator, Florida's 
FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Ginger Clark 

Forensic DNA Analyst, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality 
Team

05:45 PM to 06:15 PM

Rapid DNA for Victim 
Identification

Glenn Vandegrift 

Detective Sergeant of Forensics, Bensalem Township 
Police Department

06:15 PM to 07:00 PM

The Objectives and 
Outcomes of Australia’s 
‘National DNA Program for 
Unidentified and Missing 
Persons’

Jodie Ward, Ph.D. 

Program Lead, National DNA Program for Unidentified & 
Missing Persons, Australian Federal Police

07:10 PM to 08:05 PM

DNA Hit of the Year Tim Schellberg, JD

President, GTH DNA

Vanessa Lynch, LLD

Director, Africa, GTH DNA

Rockne P. Harmon, JD 

Retired Senior Deputy District Attorney, Alameda County, 
California

Kyle Schroeder, JD 

Regional Director, Europe, CIS, and Central America GTH 
DNA



TUE

May 14th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

08:05 PM to 08:10 PM 

Special Announcement Shereen Darwish 

Sr. Market Development Manager, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific



WED

May 15th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

12:00 PM to 12:25 PM

How can the COMBO and 
FORCE MPS Panels Help 
Reveal the Sample Donor?

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine Medical 
University of Innsbruck

12:25 PM to 01:00 PM

Phenotyping at the Zurich 
Institute of Forensic 
Medicine:
A Swiss Television Challenge with 
Five Case Studies

Cordula Haas, Ph.D. 

Head of the Forensic Genetics research team, Zurich 
Institute of Forensic Medicine, University of Zurich

Natasha Arora, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Jacqueline Neubauer, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Peter Resutik, MSc, ETH, BME 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Charlotte Sutter, MSc 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

12:25 PM to 12:50 PM

Human Identification by DNA 
Polymorphisms:
STR Analysis in Public Service in 
the State of São Paulo

Maria Eliza Teserolli 

Biologist, Institute of Social Medicine and Criminology of 
São Paulo



WED

May 15th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

01:00 PM to 01:20 PM

Demo:
Enhancing Workflow Efficiency -
DNA Labs International's 
Integration of Innovative 
Technologies

Allison Nunes 

Laboratory Director & Chief Operating Officer, DNA Labs 
International

Rachel Oefelein, MS 

Chief Scientific Officer/Senior DNA Analyst, DNA Labs 
International

Brittany Stirmell, MFS 

DNA Analyst, DNA Labs International

Cristina Servidio, MFS 

Technical Leader/Mentorship Manager/Senior DNA 
Analyst, DNA Labs International

01:30 PM to 02:00 PM

Rapid DNA Use and the FBI's 
Future Vision for Crime 
Scene Samples and CODIS

Douglas R. Hares, Ph.D. 

Rapid DNA Implementation Program Advisor, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Biometric Analysis Section

02:05 PM to 03:00 PM

Demo:
RapidHIT ID Enhanced Investigative 
Lead Solution and User 
Impressions

Peterjon K. McAnany 

Sr. Technical Applications Specialist, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

Cheryl Carreiro, MS 

Deputy Director, Connecticut Division of Scientific Services

03:15 PM to 03:40 PM

How Efficient is Your DNA 
Extraction Method?
A Multi-year, Multi-lab Review of 
GEDNAP Proficiency Test Results

Carsten Hohoff, Ph.D. 

Managing Director, IFMG GmbH

Stephan Köhnemann, Ph.D.

Sr. Field Application Specialist, Thermo Fisher Scientific



WED

May 15th

Latin America
BRT (UTC -3)

03:45 PM to 04:40 PM

Demo:
Reclaim Your Time with the 
Automated HID NIMBUS Presto 
QNA System

Dave Jackson, MS 

Sr. Manager, Field and Validation Application Scientists, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Kimberly Wong 

Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office Forensic 
Laboratory

Cindy Anzalone 

Senior Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office 
Forensic Laboratory

04:50 PM to 05:10 PM

Establishing Identity in 
Conflict and War:
The Crucial Role of Forensic 
Genetics in Human Identification

Stephen Fonseca 

Manager of the African Centre for Medicolegal Systems 
(ACMS) International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)



TUE

May 14th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

10:00 AM to 10:05 AM

Welcome to HIDS 2024 Sheri Olson 

Vice President and General Manager, Human Identification 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

10:05 AM to 11:05 AM

KEYNOTE

20 Years of Impact: 
A Retrospective on the Debbie 
Smith Act - A Journey of DNA 
Funding, Advocacy, and Justice

Debbie Smith 

Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma) 

Robert Smith

Co-Founder H-E-A-R-T (Hope Exists after Rape Trauma)

Chris Asplen, JD 

Executive Director, National Criminal Justice Association

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences 

Bruce Budowle, Ph.D. 

Director (Ret.), Center for Human Identification, University 
of North Texas Health Science Center

United States Senator John Cornyn

11:15 AM to 11:55 AM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Advancements in 
Investigative Tools:
Strengthening the Fight 

Against Crime

Tabitha Bandy, MS 

Director of Sales North America, Bode Technology

Erin Sweeney, MS 

Vice President Forensic Operations, Bode Technology

Erica Sparacino, MS 

Forensic DNA Manager, Louisiana State Police Crime 
Laboratory (LSPCL)

Major Todd Morris 

Commander of Crimes against Persons and Special 
Operations, East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 

Hillar Moore, JD 

District Attorney, Parish of East Baton Rouge

12:00 PM to 12:20 PM 

Think Forensic Science:
Think Different

Ruth Morgan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Crime and Forensic Science

University College London



TUE

May 14th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

12:25 PM to 01:00 PM

Unlocking Justice:
The AI Revolution in Forensic 
Science

Mark Barash, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Forensic Science program, San Jose 
State University (SJSU)

Chantal Roth, Ph.D. 

Sr. Manager, Bioinformatics Engineer, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

01:20 PM to 01:45 PM

Unraveling History:
Case Studies in Forensic Genetics 
with Massively Parallel Sequencing

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine

Medical University of Innsbruck

01:45 PM to 02:25 PM

PANEL DISCUSSION

Breaking Barriers:
Women Leading in Forensic 
Science

Kelly Knight, MFS 

Associate professor, Forensic Science Program, George 
Mason University

Lauren Carroll

First Lieutenant, New Hanover County Sheriff’s Office

Kelli (Lewis) Tippett, MFS 

Laboratory Director, Forensic Services Division, U.S. 
Secret Service

Shamika Kelley, Ph.D. 

Crime Laboratory Director, New Orleans Police 
Department

Argi Magers, MS 

Manager Biology/DNA Section, Maryland State Police 
Forensic Sciences Division

02:30 PM to 03:00 PM

Strategies for Expedited 
Answers:
Crime Labs Leading the Charge in 
Proactive DVI Engagement

Angelo Della Manna MSFS, D-ABC 

Director, Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences

Edward A. Reedy, Ph.D. ,M.D. 

Forensic Pathologist, Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences



TUE

May 14th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

03:05 PM to 03:35 PM

Inside Florida's Mass 

Fatality Response:
Planning, Preparedness, and 
Training in Action

Jason Byrd Ph.D. 

Commander, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Larry Bedore, MS 

Logistics Chief, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Gregory Klimetz 

Logistics Officer and Database Administrator, Florida's 
FEMORS Mass Fatality Team

Ginger Clark 

Forensic DNA Analyst, Florida's FEMORS Mass Fatality 
Team

03:45 PM to 04:15 PM

Rapid DNA for Victim 
Identification

Glenn Vandegrift 

Detective Sergeant of Forensics, Bensalem Township 
Police Department

04:15 PM to 05:00 PM

The Objectives and 
Outcomes of Australia’s 
‘National DNA Program for 
Unidentified and Missing 
Persons’

Jodie Ward, Ph.D. 

Program Lead, National DNA Program for Unidentified & 
Missing Persons, Australian Federal Police

05:10 PM to 06:05 PM

DNA Hit of the Year Tim Schellberg, JD

President, GTH DNA

Vanessa Lynch, LLD

Director, Africa, GTH DNA

Rockne P. Harmon, JD 

Retired Senior Deputy District Attorney, Alameda County, 
California

Kyle Schroeder, JD 

Regional Director, Europe, CIS, and Central America GTH 
DNA



TUE

May 14th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

06:05 PM to 06:10 PM

Special Announcement Shereen Darwish 

Sr. Market Development Manager, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific



WED

May 15th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

10:00 AM to 10:25 AM 

How can the COMBO and 
FORCE MPS Panels Help 
Reveal the Sample Donor?

Walther Parson, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Institute of Legal Medicine Medical 
University of Innsbruck

10:25 AM to 11:00 AM

Phenotyping at the Zurich 
Institute of Forensic 
Medicine:
A Swiss Television Challenge with 
Five Case Studies

Cordula Haas, Ph.D. 

Head of the Forensic Genetics research team, Zurich 
Institute of Forensic Medicine, University of Zurich

Natasha Arora, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Jacqueline Neubauer, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Peter Resutik, MSc, ETH, BME 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

Charlotte Sutter, MSc 

Ph.D. Student, Zurich Institute of Forensic Medicine, 
University of Zurich

11:00 AM to 11:20 AM 

Demo:
Enhancing Workflow Efficiency -
DNA Labs International's 
Integration of Innovative 
Technologies

Allison Nunes 

Laboratory Director & Chief Operating Officer, DNA Labs 
International

Rachel Oefelein, MS 

Chief Scientific Officer/Senior DNA Analyst, DNA Labs 
International

Brittany Stirmell, MFS 

DNA Analyst, DNA Labs International

Cristina Servidio, MFS 

Technical Leader/Mentorship Manager/Senior DNA 
Analyst, DNA Labs International



WED

May 15th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

11:30 AM to 12:00 PM

Rapid DNA Use and the FBI's 
Future Vision for Crime 
Scene Samples and CODIS

Douglas R. Hares, Ph.D. 

Rapid DNA Implementation Program Advisor, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Biometric Analysis Section

12:05 PM to 01:00 PM 

Demo:
RapidHIT ID Enhanced Investigative 
Lead Solution and User 
Impressions

Peterjon K. McAnany 

Sr. Technical Applications Specialist, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific

Cheryl Carreiro, MS 

Deputy Director, Connecticut Division of Scientific Services

01:15 PM to 01:40 PM

How Efficient is Your DNA 
Extraction Method?
A Multi-year, Multi-lab Review of 
GEDNAP Proficiency Test Results

Carsten Hohoff, Ph.D. 

Managing Director, IFMG GmbH

Stephan Köhnemann, Ph.D.

Sr. Field Application Specialist, Thermo Fisher Scientific

01:45 PM to 02:40 PM

Demo:
Reclaim Your Time with the 
Automated HID NIMBUS Presto 
QNA System

Dave Jackson, MS 

Sr. Manager, Field and Validation Application Scientists, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Kimberly Wong 

Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office Forensic 
Laboratory

Cindy Anzalone 

Senior Criminalist, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office 
Forensic Laboratory



WED

May 15th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

02:50 PM to 03:25 PM

Establishing Identity in 
Conflict and War:
The Crucial Role of Forensic 
Genetics in Human Identification

Stephen Fonseca 

Manager of the African Centre for Medicolegal Systems 
(ACMS) International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

02:50 PM to 03:10 PM

Insights on the Application of 
the RapidHIT ID System

Yang Si, MS 

Deputy Director 

Ordos Public Security Bureau

02:50 PM to 03:20 PM

The Rapid DNA Identification 
System in the Republic of 
Korea

Junhee Lee, MS 

Head of DNA, Crime Scene Investigation Unit, Forensic 
Science Division, Investigation Department 

Seoul Metropolitan Police

03:25 PM to 03:50 PM

Discovery, Extraction, and 
Challengeable Profile 
Analysis and Processing of 
Touch DNA with “Glove 
Prints” in Property 
Infringement Cases

Song Liu 

Deputy Director, Criminal Science and Technology 

West Lake District Branch, Hangzhou Municipal Public 
Security Bureau



WED

May 15th

Asia Pacific
SGT/CST (UTC +8)

03:25 PM to 04:05 PM

Local Investigations of 
Missing Persons and 
Unidentified Human Remains 
in Australia

Dadna Hartman Ph.D. 

Manager, Molecular Biology Forensic Services, Victorian 
Institute of Forensic Medicine

Runa Daniel, Ph.D. 

Adjunct Associate Professor Centre for Genomics and 
Personalised Health Queensland University of Technology 
Alison Sears, M.S. 

Manager, Science & Technology Unit Forensic Evidence & 
Technical Services Command, New South Wales Police 
Force

Nathan Scudder, Ph.D. 

Coordinator of Biometrics, Forensic Command Australian 
Federal Police

04:00 PM to 04:20 PM

Sharing and Reflecting on 
Strategies for Examining 
Stale and Challengeable 
Cold Case Samples

Yongqiang Bai 

Chief, Yinchuan Municipal Public Security Bureau

04:05 PM to 04:25 PM

Recovering Australia’s Lost 
Soldiers

Captain Natasha Mitchell 

Manager, Forensic Biology, Queensland Health


