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Episode abstract 
Many discussions have that “ah ha moment” making them 
memorable. It doesn’t happen often that you get half a dozen of 
these moments in less than an hour. It’s conversations like this 
one that make running this podcast worthwhile and really fun. 

Lesley Yellowlees, Professor of Inorganic Electrochemistry at 
the University of Edinburgh, first woman President of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry, and uber-accomplished chemist with a 
never-ending list of academic and scientific achievements, needs 
no introduction. What needs attention is the many things she has 
to share and her unique style of doing so. She is personable and 
makes a palpable connection between herself and her science 
by sharing her journey through the experience, learnings, 
achievements, but also challenges and failures of one of the 
most influential chemists of today. 

We speak about electrochemistry, its long history and recent 
popularity, but also about the importance of fundamental 
research in fueling progress as well as scientists’ responsibility 
in communicating the value of science to the general public. All 
of this from someone that has been a pioneer in her field and 
dedicated herself to be the first of many, rather than a one-and-
only. What Lesley Yellowlees has done, and continues to do, to 
level the opportunities for women and other underrepresented 
groups in STEM is regarded as a milestone in the history of the 
field of chemistry. And she reminds us, there is still a lot of work 
to do!
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About our guest:  

• Emilie Ringe, PhD 
• Assistant Professor, Department of Materials Science & Metallurgy, University of Cambridge 
• Emilie’s group site: https://www.on.msm.cam.ac.uk/ 
• C&EN Talented 12 profile of Emilie:  

• https://cen.acs.org/materials/nanomaterials/Emilie-Ringe/99/i30 

Recent Publications from Emilie: 

• Magnesium Nanoparticle Plasmonics 
• Wulff-Based Approach to Modeling the Plasmonic Response of Single Crystal, Twinned, and 

Core–Shell Nanoparticles 
• Decoration of plasmonic Mg nanoparticles by partial galvanic replacement 
• Tents, Chairs, Tacos, Kites, and Rods: Shapes and Plasmonic Properties of Singly Twinned 

Magnesium Nanoparticles 
• Shapes, Plasmonic Properties, and Reactivity of Magnesium Nanoparticles 
• Transition-Metal Decorated Aluminum Nanocrystals 

Emilie’s Content Recommendations: 
• Mistress Barbara (A DJ whose music has been powering Emilie’s workouts for decades) 
• Good Omens (A British-American production full of humor from both countries) 
• More or Less (A Tim Harford podcast with statistical commentary on various topics) 
• V&A Museum (Emilie’s favorite London museum with lots of online content)  
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About our guest 

Professor Lesley Yellowlees, CBE, FRSC, 
FRSE  
Professor of Inorganic Electrochemistry  
University of Edinburgh

Lesley’s University Site: https://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/staff/
academic-staff/professor-lesley-yellowlees

Lesley’s Recent Publications:
• Spectroelectrochemical techniques

• On the electronic structure of nitro-substituted bipyridines 
 and their platinum complexes.

• Tapping all our Talents 2018, A progress review of women in 
 science, technology, engineering and mathematics in 
 Scotland

Lesley’s Content Recommendations:
• Lessons in Chemistry, a novel by Bonnie Garmus

• Ada Twist, Scientist, a picture book by Andrea Beaty

• The Kitchen Diaries, cookbook and memoir by Nigel Slater

• Deeside Walks, a guide of local walks in Scotland by Robert 
 Smith

• Hope: The Chemist, a painting by Stuart Luke Gatherer
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