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Episode abstract 
We embrace this rare opportunity to sit and chat freely with 
someone who has lived and breathed the technical and business 
sides of the chemicals market for the last 40 years. Simon 
Pearce is a Senior Product Manager in Thermo Fisher Scientific 
and a man of a thousand stories. 

Join us for this entertaining and eye-opening journey into the 
origins of chemical diversity, a bit of history on the British 
chemicals market, and a first-hand account of changes and 
constants in the work over time. We cover a lot of ground in this 
interview, from the early days of compound screening libraries, 
to the mindset of managing a complex product portfolio. We 
speak about serendipity, the power of making the most of 
opportunities, and how chemistry looks different when framed 
by business requirements. As it’s often the case, it’s about 
humans interacting with each other, the people behind science, 
and the people behind the market. It doesn’t get more “Bringing 
Chemistry to Life” than that. 

Learn more about Thermo Fisher 
Scientific Chemicals and resources 
Maybridge Libraries, a resource for screening compound design 
for drug discovery

Chem dex, a chemical index for synthetic organic chemistry

Named Reactions in Organic Chemistry, explore popular 
reactions in organic synthesis

Chemicals Learning Center, connect to resources on methods, 
applications and technologies.

Products are processed under ISO 9001:2015 quality management systems and samples are tested for conformance to the noted 
specifications. Certain data may have been supplied by third parties. We disclaim the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness 
for a particular purpose, and the accuracy of third party data or information associated with the product. Products are for research and 
development use only. Products are not for direct administration to humans or animals. It is the responsibility of the final formulator or 
end user to determine suitability, and to qualify and/or validate each product for its intended use. © 2023 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc.  
All trademarks are the property of Thermo Fisher Scientific and its subsidiaries unless otherwise specified.  03_2023
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About our guest 

Simon Pearce  
Senior Product Manager, Organic Synthesis 
Thermo Fisher Scientific 

Simon’s Company Site: https://www.thermofisher.com/
chemicals 

Simon’s Content Recommendations:
• Top Gun, Simon’s favorite movie

• The Right Stuff, Simon’s favorite book by Tom Wolfe

• International Air Tattoo, a gathering of aircraft enthusiasts
 that takes place annually in Gloucestershire, England

• SpaceX, company that designs, manufactures and
 launches advanced rockets and spacecraft.
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About our guest:

• Emilie Ringe, PhD
• Assistant Professor, Department of Materials Science & Metallurgy, University of Cambridge
• Emilie’s group site: https://www.on.msm.cam.ac.uk/
• C&EN Talented 12 profile of Emilie:

• https://cen.acs.org/materials/nanomaterials/Emilie-Ringe/99/i30

Recent Publications from Emilie:

• Magnesium Nanoparticle Plasmonics
• Wulff-Based Approach to Modeling the Plasmonic Response of Single Crystal, Twinned, and

Core–Shell Nanoparticles
• Decoration of plasmonic Mg nanoparticles by partial galvanic replacement
• Tents, Chairs, Tacos, Kites, and Rods: Shapes and Plasmonic Properties of Singly Twinned 

Magnesium Nanoparticles
• Shapes, Plasmonic Properties, and Reactivity of Magnesium Nanoparticles
• Transition-Metal Decorated Aluminum Nanocrystals

Emilie’s Content Recommendations:
• Mistress Barbara (A DJ whose music has been powering Emilie’s workouts for decades)
• Good Omens (A British-American production full of humor from both countries)
• More or Less (A Tim Harford podcast with statistical commentary on various topics)
• V&A Museum (Emilie’s favorite London museum with lots of online content) 
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